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Description 

Introduction to Anthropology: Uncovering Human Mysteries Course Syllabus 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

"Anthropology demands the open-mindedness with which one must look and listen, record in 

astonishment and wonder that which one would not have been able to guess." (Margaret Mead) 

The aim of anthropology is to use a broad approach to gain an understanding of our past, present, future 

and address the problems humans face in biological, social and cultural life. This course will explore the 

evolution, similarity and diversity of humankind through time. It will look at how we have evolved from a 

biologically and culturally weak species to one that has the ability to cause catastrophic change Exciting 

online video journeys to different areas of the world will also be presented in the course. 

Major Topics and Concepts 

Unit 1: Studying Humans: What Anthropologists Do 

Objectives: 

Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 
* Describe anthropology, and explain why it is holistic. 
* Define culture, and explain how anthropologists learn about other cultures. 
* State why anthropology is a science and how it differs from other social sciences. 
* Explain why anthropology is important, especially in today’s world. 
* Describe some careers in anthropology and the value of anthropology training. 
 

Unit 2: Culture & Language: Why Humans Are Special 

Objectives: 

Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 
* Define culture, and list cultural universals. 
* Give examples of material, social, and ideological culture. 
* Explain why art is an important part of culture. 
* Identify ways that people acquire culture. 
* List traits of human language. 
* Outline the origin of human language. 
* Describe modern human languages. 
* State how language influences thought. 
 

Unit 3: Human Evolution: How We Got Here 

Objectives: 

Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 
* State how and why evolution occurs. 
* Identify different types of evidence for evolution. 
* Outline the events of early primate evolution. 
* Describe the Australopithecines and their role in human evolution. 
* Identify early species of Homo, including their traits and distribution. 
* Describe where and when Homo sapiens evolved. 
* Identify the Neandertals and what may have happened to them. 
 



Unit 4: The Human Animal: Who We Are 

Objectives: 

Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to: 
* Describe how humans are classified in the animal kingdom, and name our closest living relatives. 
* Identify biological traits that define the human species, and explain how they are related to culture. 
* Describe ways that humans vary, and explain why racial classifications are not useful. 
 


